
 

                             
 
 
 
 

Our Christmas 2024 Letter 
 
2024 is the third full year for Consano Earth having been formalised in 2021. Our objective for this year, 
and every year going forward, is to add momentum to the fantastic work being done by our charity 
partners through rising financial and other support. Our efforts focus on smaller organisations where we 
believe our unrestricted funding can make a real difference and where we hope to be able to add value 
either ourselves or through our personal and professional contacts. Up to now we have published a 
letter every Christmas that looks back on what we have been up to as well as some of the things we 
are looking forward to for the following year. However, given a very busy first half of 2024 we broke with 
tradition and published this mid-year review (available here). This Christmas Letter will therefore focus 
on our activities in the second half of the year and a look ahead to 2025. 
 
Our two core charities remain Heal Rewilding and Project Seagrass but in 2024 we have added the 
Great Bustard Group and Friends of Clapham Common to the organisations we support. This page 
provides details of all our charities as well as links to their websites for those wanting to learn more. 
With Consano Earth now three years old we recently reflected on its ñimpactò. We provide a few 
thoughts at the end of this letter for those interested. 
 

 
ñIf not now, when? Again 2024ò Rewilding Symposium 

 
For the second consecutive year in late July we spent a weekend attending the fantastic ñIf not now, 
when?ò species reintroduction and rewilding symposium hosted by Keep It Wild at Rewilding 
Coombeshead in Devon. You can see some of the highlights form the event here. 
 
Derek Gow, Nick Viney and all the team once again did a fantastic 
job with three days of fascinating and inspirational talks mixed in 
with seeing old friends and making some new ones. 
 
There were too many excellent talks to call out everybody, but 
special mention has to go to Sir John Lister-Kaye, Ted Green 
(pictured here with Nick), Alan Watson Featherstone, Rebecca 
Wrigley (Rewilding Britain) and Sacha Dench. We spent some 
time with Sacha, founder of Conservation without Borders, over 
the weekend and will be supporting her ambitious ñFlight of the 
Vulturesò expeditions in 2025.  
 
We again came away from the weekend even more determined 
to do what we can as we all battle this climate emergency. 
 

 

The most inspirational talk of the weekend in our view came from 21-year-old Oliver Crowther, founder 
of OC Aviary (pictured below). His topic was the Twite Conservation Project that was formed in 2023 
with partners Derek Gow and Keep It Wild. To be honest when we saw a talk on Twites on the agenda, 
we were not sure what to expect but we were treated to a presentation by a young man whose passion 
and dedication to his work was clear for all to see.  
 

 

https://www.consanoearth.org/post/consano-earth-s-summer-2024-letter
https://www.healrewilding.org.uk/
https://www.projectseagrass.org/
https://greatbustard.org/
https://claphamcommon.net/
https://www.consanoearth.org/charities-we-support
https://keepitwild.uk/
https://youtu.be/PnD3KIRH8nY?si=VDJczMjG5rkvBydz
https://www.rewildingbritain.org.uk/
https://www.conservation-without-borders.org/
https://www.consanoearth.org/
https://x.com/ConsanoEarth
https://www.instagram.com/consano_earth/
https://www.youtube.com/@consanoearth


Here is a brief overview of Oliverôs story in his own words: 
 
My passion for birds began as a child, as early as 4 to 5 years of age, where I loved to watch birds in 
my garden and visit local nature reserves spotting birds with my Dad. One of my earliest memories of 
birds was watching life develop before my very eyes, as a pair of Dunnocks nested in a small hedge in 
our back garden. 
 
This passion evolved into a fascination for aviculture, where I began incubating and raising chickens 
from hatchings eggs at the tender age of 10. This quickly progressed, with the addition of an aviary in 
our garden housing exotic finches and Canaries.  
 
Since those early days, I have successfully 
bred over 30 species of birds, including an 
ever-growing list of 15+ British native 
species. Bird conservation has always 
been a dream of mine, and this became 
reality in 2023 with the formation of the 
Twite Conservation Project alongside 
Derek Gow and the Keep It Wild Trust. 
Currently, the Twite is functionally extinct in 
England, therefore without immediate 
intervention, we will lose this species 
entirely from our landscape.   

 
 

 

The Twite Conservation Project aims to use 
aviculture as a conservation tool to source and 
captive breed the pipilans Twite subspecies in 
significantly large numbers to allow for future 
reintroduction. Although the project is still in its 
infancy, it is rapidly progressing with several key 
indicators having been achieved.  
 
A dedicated native bird breeding facility is under 
construction and our captive Twite population is 
growing year on year. Progress is revealing 
promising results and hopefully reintroductions 
will follow in the not-too-distant future! 

 
We have since followed up with Oliver to learn more about his work at OC Aviary and we will be 
supporting him on the Twite reintroduction as well as other projects he is working on collaborating with 
Derek and the Keep It Wild team. 
 
One of the most rewarding aspects of what we do with Consano Earth is helping jump start the careers 
of future conservation leaders like Oliver. We hope to do more of this in the years to come.  
 
We have committed further funding to Keep It Wild for 2025 and beyond which includes support for their 
Species Recovery Centre. 
 
 
Return of the Wildcat? 
 
Whilst we were at Rewilding Coombeshead 
Derek showed us the new wildcat enclosures that 
we funded in 2023 pictured here.  
 
This year saw the arrival of their first residents, 
and we were very keen get an update on the 
wildcat breeding program as well on the Devon 
Wildcat Reintroduction Project. 

 
 
 
  

https://keepitwild.uk/species-recovery-centre/


As we wandered round the new enclosures and Derekôs previous facility, we were delighted to spot 
many of the recently born wildcat kittenséé.  
 

  
 
 
Derek gave us an update on the wildcats as we look to 2025:  
 
ñOur wildcat population continues to grow to a total of 61 individuals at present and we are hoping to 
import some individuals from Europe to broaden our gene pool. Devon Wildlife Trust has completed its 
public consultation process with c.1,000 people to date responding. The overwhelming majority have 
expressed their strong support, and we will begin to look for release sites early in the new year.ò 
 
 

  
 
 
Visiting Panson Bridge 
 
Before we left Devon, we took the opportunity to revisit Panson Bridge. As we noted in our Summer 
2024 letter an exciting opportunity presented itself in the summer of 2023 when a 23-acre plot of river 
meadows and woodland came up for sale within 2 miles of Rewilding Coombeshead owned by Derek. 
Subsequently we helped with the purchase of Panson Bridge by providing an interest free loan to Keep 
It Wild.  
 
Derek gave us this update: 
 
ñThe land purchased as 3 fields as a result of the generous loan received from Consano Earth is proving 
to be a real delight. Our camera traps set out through the summer continue to provide a wealth of 
surprises. Groups of red deer hinds and calves; a family of otters crossing overland through the 
wildflowers to hunt frogs in the willow lined pools; beavers foraging on the bankside trees and a female 
mandarin duck taking her clutch of tiny stripped offspring for their first swim on the River Carey. In a 
year of poor insect recordings the wildflower rich sections of the meadows have produced decent 
butterfly returns while demoiselles, darters and a myriad of other dragonfly species have been visibly 
abundant. Dippers and kingfishers can be easily observed. We hope to get the whole area into mid-tier 
stewardship shortly to enable the site fencing to begin which will allow the buffalo to fill the flood plain 
grasslands with more wallows.ò 
 

  



A visit to Wilder Doddington 
 
In 2023 we attended a gathering at Wild Ken Hill where owner Dom Buscall brought together an inspiring 
group involved in rewilding initiatives in the East Anglia area. One of the guests was Isobel Wright 
(pictured below right) who worked at Doddington Hall which is situated in the outskirts on Lincoln.  
 
Doddington Hall was completed in 1600 and has had over 400 years of unbroken family occupation and 
is now under the stewardship of Claire (pictured below left) and James Birch. In June 2021 they 
embarked on an ambitious 100-year project to bring more nature back to the Doddington Estate. The 
Wilder Doddington project started with a bold vision to turn previously intensively farmed arable fields, 
the heavily grazed grassland and the woodland into a haven for nature.  
 

  
 
Isobel kindly invited us to come and see it for ourselves. During an overnight stay in July Claire and 
James told us all about their exciting plans for the Doddington Estate.  
 
The Doddington team are also leading the Lincoln and Witham Valley Farming and Nature Network. 
They have brought together a group of 34 land managers with land stretching from inner Lincoln towards 

Newark along the Witham Valley ǘƻ improve and link the many existing protected wildlife sites in the 
project area with corridors for nature. In November 2023 the project received pilot funding as part of 
DEFRAôs second round of Landscape Recovery funding. The project area encompasses 6,300 ha 
including productive farmland in the Witham valley, parks and commons in the urban fringes of Lincoln, 
as well as Wilder Doddington and Lincolnshire Wildlife Trustôs nature reserve at Whisby. It also includes 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), Ancient Woodlands, wildlife sites, MOD land, privately 
owned and community interest sites.  
 
We donated to the Doddington Hall Conservation Charity following our visit and have committed to 
partially fund a beaver reintroduction feasibility study as well as the build out of the mapping software 
that will underpin the Lincoln and Witham Valley Farming and Nature Network (replicating the work we 
did with the wonderful team at Knepp Wildland Foundation on their ñWeald to Wavesò pledge map).  

 
 
An update on the Ealing Beavers 
 
One of our highlights in 2023 was supporting the reintroduction of beavers at Paradise Fields in Ealing, 
London for the first time in 400 years. The project is led by Sean McCormack of Ealing Wildlife Group 
and Elliot Newton of Citizen Zoo.  
 

https://wildkenhill.co.uk/
https://www.doddingtonhall.com/
https://www.doddingtonhall.com/wilder/
https://www.kneppwildlandfoundation.org/
https://www.wealdtowaves.co.uk/
https://ealingwildlifegroup.com/
https://twitter.com/CitizenZoo


Having attended the release on 11 October 
2023, we were excited to return to the site in 
mid-June to see what the beavers have been 
up to. The team were hopeful at the time that 
the beaver family might shortly have some 
new additions and in mid-August it was 
announced that the first baby beavers were 
born in London for the first time in more than 
four centuries.  
 
This project has been a wonderful success 
and is undoubtedly a flagship London 
rewilding project. This 10-hectare site is well 
worth a visit and tours are available. There is 
nothing like visiting the site in person but 
failing that Consano Earth funded a 15-minute 
film ñBeavers in Paradiseò that has 
documented the before and after of the 
project.   
 

 

Director Matt Brierley did a wonderful job and the film is available to watch in the Films section of our 
website which you can access by clicking on the image below. 
 

 
 
ñBeavers in Paradiseò was premiered in an Ealing cinema in July with the event hosted by project leader 
Sean McCormack. This was followed by an online event in September kindly hosted by the wonderful 
Megan McCubbin. 
 

  
 
 
Speaking of beavers, we continue to support the excellent work of Beaver Trust and in December we 
provided some matched funding for their Big Give campaign.  
 
We have also supported Citizen Zoo beyond the Ealing Beaver project by giving them a donation that 
has enabled them to offer subsidised tickets for financially disadvantaged people who want to attend 
their amazing conference in Cambridge on 17-18th January 2025. Check out their website for more 
information and to book tickets.  

https://beavertrust.org/
https://www.citizenzoo.org/
https://www.consanoearth.org/films


Rewilding closer to home in Clapham Common 

 
Whilst we are lucky to be able to spend time visiting so many wonderful projects around the UK (and 
beyond) we live in Central London and both have day jobs, so we rely on local parks to get our regular 
nature fix. The fabulous Battersea Park is a 15-minute walk away but just around the corner and closest 
to home is Clapham Common. For many years now we have wandered around the Common a couple 
of times a week. During the COVID lockdowns this became an incredibly important daily routine helping 
us to keep our sanity.  
 
Clapham Common covers about 200 acres and is Lambethôs biggest green space with an estimated 
46k regular users. In late 2023 we became aware of the work of the Friends of Clapham Common who 
run conservation projects to improve the biodiversity of the Common and restore its buildings and 
facilities.  
 
A great example was the planting of wildflower meadows in several areas around the Common this year 
for the first time. Here is the evolution of the one nearest to us which is right next to a childrenôs play 
area and one of the busiest areas of the Common. 
 
 

  
28 April 2024 27 May 2024 

 

  
11 June 2024 2 July 2024 

 
We were excited to learn about an ambitious project that Friends of Clapham Common were pursuing 
in partnership with another local charity Wild Clapham. This was to transform a subterranean hollow 
measuring approximately 40 metres by 25 metres into a wonderful wetland for amphibians with the 
banks planted with species of flora to provide foliage food for butterflies and moths. There will be 
dragonfly perches installed around the waterôs edge and vertical stands of tree timber for stag beetles. 
 
The secondary purpose of the new wetland is to provide an educational resource for children and school 
visits. There are currently no places on the Common where children can dip for tadpoles and other 
aquatic life. 
 
  

https://claphamcommon.net/

